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INTRODUOTION. 



In the morning of the gospel day, the apostles 
and disciples found it necessary to meet together 
for the consolation and strength one of another ; 
when, pursuant to the nature and design of the 
gospel, which brings peace on earth and good will 
to men, a care arose for the edification of the 
church ; and that all, being of one family, might 
be of one mind. 

And as it hath pleased the great Head of the 
church to gather us as a branch of His church, 
and to inspire us with a measure of the same 
universal love and good will, by which was ushered 
in the dispensation of the gospel, we are engaged 
not only to meet together for the worship of God, 
but also for the exercise of a Christian care over 
each other, for the preservation of all in unity of 
faith and practice, answerable to the description 
which He, the ever-blessed Shepherd, gave of his 
flock, " by this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another.*' John 
xiii : 35. 

For this important end, and as an exterior 
hedge of preservation to us, against the many 
2 



2 INTRODUCTION. 

temptations and dangers to which we are exposed, 
the following Rules, which have been occasionally 
adopted by the Society, now form our code of Dis- 
cipline. In the exercise whereof, it is to be 
observed, that if any member be found in a conduct 
subversive of its order, or repugnant to the testi- 
monies with which we believe we are entrusted for 
the promotion of truth and righteousness, it 
becomes our indispensable duty to treat with such 
in Christian meekness and brotherly compassion, 
without unnecessary delay or improper exposure ; 
according to the direction of our Lord to His 
church, " if thy brother shall trespass against thee, 
go and tell him his fault, between thee and him 
alone : if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy 
brother : but if he will not hear thee, then take 
with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of 
two or three witnesses every word may be estab- 
lished. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell 
it unto the church ; but if he neglect to hear the 
church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man, 
and a publican.** Matthew xviii: 15, 16, 17. 

This is the extent of the censure of the Society 
against irreclaimable offenders, and whilst we dis- 
own them from being members of our religious 
community, it is recommended to be done in such 
a disposition of mind as may convince them that 
we sincerely desire their recovery and restoration. 
From the right exercise hereof, we believe no 
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degree of persecution or imposition can be justly 
inferred ; for the imposition rests on the part of 
those who (as has sometimes happened) insist on 
being retained as members, whilst at open variance 
with our religious body, either in principle or 
practice. 

For the more regular and effectual [support of 
the order of the Society, it will be observed, that 
besides the usual meetings for the purpose of divine 
worship, others for the exercise of our Discipline 
are instituted, subordinate to each other; all of 
which are either immediately or remotely account- 
able to the Yearly Meeting. These meetings have 
distinct allotments of service, and experience has 
abundantly shown, that when this service is 
attended to in uprightness and dedication of heart, 
with a single eye to the honor of our holy Head, 
and the benefit and edification one of another, in 
the love wherewith He hath loved us, our assem- 
blies are favored with His aid and direction. 

Although this code of Discipline is printed for 
the use of our own Society, yet should it meet the 
public eye, it is not doubted but the serious and 
candid reader will observe, throughout the whole, 
the earnest endeavors of the Yearly Meeting for 
the promotion of virtue and religion. 

And whilst we earnestly recommend this work 
to the notice and regard of Friends, we are not 
without a clear prospect that an acquaintance with 
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the letter of our Discipline, will be insufficient t» 
produce tlie desired effect, unless, in the exercise 
thereof, we are careful to move and act under the 
immediate inBuence of tlie spirit of Christ, in the- 
pure love of the gospel. 

May we therefore, in our meetinga for the exer- 
cise of the Discipline, humbly seek to be clothed 
with the spirit of wisdom and charity; this will 
divest the mind of a dependence on our own 
strength and abilities, endow us with patience and 
condescension towards each other, and being pre- 
served in fellowship agreeably to the declaration of 
our Lord, " One is your Master, even Christ, and 
all ye are brethren," a qualification will be expe- 
rienced in our several stations and movements, to 
build up one another in tbat faith which works by 
love, to the purifying of the heart. 

In conclusion, we desire in an especial manner, 
that our youth, of the present and succeeding- 
generations, may be early and fully instructed in- 
our religious principles, and in the nature and 
design of our Christian Discipline; and through 
divine assistance be enabled to adorn our holy 
profession by a conversation and conduct consistent 
■with godliness and honesty ; thereby avoiding the 
reproach which many, through a defection in prin- 
ciple, or a degeneracy in practice, have brought, 
both upon themselves and the religious body o£ 
wiioh they profess to be members. 
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CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. 



CHAPTER I. 

DECLARATIONS OF FAITH. 

Extract from Q-eorge Fox's Epistle to the Grovernor 

of Barbadoes, 1671. 

We own and believe in God, the only wise, 
omnipotent, and everlasting God, the Creator of 
all things in heaven and earth, and the Preserver 
of all that he hath made ; who is God over all, 
blessed for ever; to whom be all honor, glory, 
dominion, praise and thanksgiving, both now and 
for evermore ! And we own and believe in Jesus 
Christ, His beloved and only begotten Son, in 
whom he is well pleased ; who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, and born of the virgin Mary ; in 
whom we have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins ; who is the express image 
of the invisible God, the first-born pf every crea- 
ture, by whom were all things created that are in 
heaven and in earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones, dominions, principalities, or 
powers ; all things were created by him. And we 
own and believe that lie 's^a^ tcisA^ ^ ^•^^^sr&a'^ '^^'^ 
2* 



6 DECLARATIONS OF FAIT?. 

sin, who knew no sin, neither was guile found in 
his mouth ; that he was crucified for us in the 
flesh, without the gates of Jerusalem ; and that he 
was buried, and rose again the third day by the 
power of his Father, for our justification ; and that 
he ascended up into heaven, and now sitteth at the 
right hand of God. This Jesus, who was the 
foundation of the holy prophets and apostles, is 
our foundation ; and we believe there is no other 
foundation to be laid but that which is laid, even 
Christ Jesus ; who tasted death for every man, 
shed his blood for all men, is the propitiation for 
our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the 
sins of the whole world ; according as John the 
Baptist testified of him, when he said, " Behold 
the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins of the 
world,'* John i : 29. We believe that he alone is 
our Redeemer and Saviour, the captain of our salva- 
tion, who saves us from sin, as well as from hell 
and the wrath to come, and destroys the devil and 
his works ; he is the Seed of the woman that 
bruises the serpent's head, to wit, Christ Jesus, 
the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last. 
He is (as the Scriptures of truth say of him) our 
wisdom, righteousness, justification, and redemp- 
tion ; neither is there salvation in any other, for 
there is no other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved. He alone is the 
Shepherd and Bishop of oar souls. This Lord 
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Jesus Christ, the heavenly man, the Emanuel, God 
with us, we all own and believe in. 

Concerning the Holy Scriptures, we believe they 
were given forth by the Holy Spirit of God, 
through the holy men of God, who, as the Scrip- 
ture itself delares, 2 Pet. i : 21, spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost. We believe they are 
to be read, believed, and fulfilled (he that fulfills 
them is Christ ;) and they are " profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works,'* 2 Tim. 
iii: 16-17 ; and are able to make wise unto salvation, 
"through faith in Christ Jesus.'* 

We do declare, that we do esteem it a duty 
incumbent on us, to pray with and for, to teach, 
instruct, and admonish, those in and belonging to 
our families, ******* f^j, "^hom 

an account will be required by Him who comes to 
judge both quick and dead, at the great day of 
judgment, when every one shall be rewarded 
according to the deeds done in the body, whether 
they be good or whether they be evil ; at that day, 
I say, of the resurrection both of the good and of 
the bad, of the just and of the unjust, " when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Chriat •, ^\iO ^'iS^ \i% ^^«£^^«^^^ 
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with everlasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of His power ; when 
He shall come to be glorified in his Saints, and to 
be admired in all them that believe in that day." 
2 Thes. i : 7—10. See also 2 Pet. iii : 3, etc. 

Extract from the Minutes of the Yearly 

Meeting, 1829. 

We feel ourselves called upon, at this time, to 
avow our belief in the inspiration and divine 
authority of the Old and New Testament. 

We further believe, that the declaration made 
after the transgression of our first parents, in the 
consequence of whose fall all the posterity of 
Adam are involved, that the seed of the woman 
shall bruise the head of the serpent ; and the 
declaration unto Abraham, ^^ In thy seed shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed,'* had a direct 
reference to the coming in the flesh of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. To Him, also, did the prophet 
Isaiah bear testimony, when he declared, " Unto 
us a child is born, unto us a son is given : and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder : and his 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace : of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end." And again, the 
same prophet spoke of him when he said, ^^ Surely 
ie hatb borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows ; 
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yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God 
and afflicted ; but he was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, he was bruised for our iniquities : the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him ; and with 
his stripes we are healed." The same blessed 
Redeemer is emphatically denominated by the 
prophet Jeremiah, "The Lord our Righteous- 
ness.'* 

At that period, and in that miraculous manner, 
which God in His perfect wisdom saw fit, the 
promised Messiah appeared personally upon earth, 
when " He took not on him the nature of angels; 
but he took on him the seed of Abraham.'* He 
"was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin." Having finished the work which 
was given him to do, he gave himself for us an 
offering and a sacrifice to God. He tasted death 
for every man. " He is the propitiation for our 
sins ; and not for ours only, but also for the sins 
of the whole world. ' ' "We have redemption through 
his blood, even the forgiveness of sins." He 
passed into the heavens ; and being the brightness 
of the glory of God, " and the express image of 
his person, and upholding all things by the word 
of his power, when he had by himself purged our 
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high;" and ever liveth to make intercession for us. 

It is by the Lord Jesus Christ that the world 
will be judged in righteousness, R^ \^ \5cl^ ^s^^^^j^sw- 
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tor of the new covenant ; " the image of the 
invisible God, the first-born of every creature : for 
by him were all things created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they bo thrones, or dominions^ or princi- 
palities, or powers : all things were created by 
him, and for him : and he is before all things, and 
by him all things consist." "In him dwelleth all 
the fulness of the Godhead bodily," and to him 
did the Evangelist bear testimony when he said, 
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by him ; and without him was not anything 
made that was made. In him was life; and 
the life was the light of men." He " was the true 
light, which lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world." *9 

Our religious Society, from its earliest establish- 
ment to the present day, has received these most 
important doctrines of Holy Scripture in their 
plain and obvious acceptation ; and it is the earnest 
desire of this meeting, that all who profess our 
name, may so live, and so walk before God, as that 
they may know these sacred truths to be blessed 
to them individually. We desire that, as the mere 
profession of sound Christian doctrine will not 
avail to the salvation of the soul, all may attain to 
■ living e£Scacioua faith, which, through the p 



DECLARATIONS OF FAITH. 11 

of the Holy Gtost, bringeth forth fruit unto holi- 
ness ; the end whereof is everlasting life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. " Blessing, and honor, 
and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.*' 

Extract from Yearly Meeting Epistle^ 1830. 

We believe God has not only provided the means 
of reconciliation unto himself, through the sacrifice 
of Christ ; he hath also through the same compas- 
sionate Saviour, granted unto us the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. By this, the patriarchs, and the holy 
men of old who lived under the law, walked accep- 
tably before God. Its more plenteous effusion, 
and its powerful and life-giving effects, were dis- 
tinctly foretold by the ancient prophets. Christ 
himself declared that it was expedient that he 
should go away, that he might send the Comforter, 
the Spirit of Truth, who should guide into all 
truth ; in allusion to whose coming he also said, 
" I will not leave you comfortless, I will come to 
you.*' To be guided by his Spirit is the practical 
application of the Christian religion. It is the 
light of Christ which enlightens the darkness of 
the heart of man ; and, by following this light, we 
are enabled to enjoy and maintain communion with 
him. The children of God are led by the Spirit 
of God ; and this is the appointed means of bring- 
ing us into that state of " holiness, without which 
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12 DECLARATIONS OF FAITH. 

no mun shall see tlie Lord." It is not a doctrine 
of mysticism, but one of practical piety. The 
great office of the Hoty Spirit, we firmly believe 
to be, to convince of sin, to bring the soul to a 
state of deep and sincere repentance, and to effect 
the work of sanctification. A holy and constant 
watchfulness is required, to preserve the mind alive 
to the guidance of thia divine Teacher, who, if 
diligently sought after and waited for, will be found 
to be a swift witness for God in the soul, producing 
that tenderness of spirit, and that quickness of 
understanding in the fear of the Lord, which are 
essential to our growth in grace. 

It is through Him whom God hath set forth to 
be a propitiation, througl faith in his blood, that 
we obtain pardon for sin; and it is through the 
power of his Spirit working mightily in us, that 
we come eventually to experience freedom from 8in.4 

From a Statement of Okriatian Doctrine, 1693. 
Concerning the resurrection of the dead, and the 
great day of judgment yet to come, beyond the 
grave, or after death, and Christ's coming without 
ua, to Judge the quick and the dead: (as divers 
questions are put in such terms.) what the Holy 
Scriptures plainly declare and testify in thea^ 
matters, we have been always ready to embrace. 

1. For the doctrine of the resurrection ; if, i; 
thia life only, wo have hope in Christ, we 
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all men most miserable, 1 Cor. xv: 19. We sin- 
cerely believe not only a resurrection in Christ 
from the fallen, sinful state here, but a rising and 
ascending into glory with him hereafter; that 
when he at last appears, we may appear with him 
in glory. Col. iii: 4; 1 Johniii: 2. 

But that all the wicked who live in rebellion 
against the light of grace, and die finally impeni- 
tent, shall come -forth to the resurrection of con- 
demnation. 

And that the soul or spirit of every man and 
woman shall be reserved in its own distinct and 
proper being, and every seed (yea every soul) shall 
have its proper body, as God is pleased to give it, 
1 Cor. XV. A natural body is sown, a spiritual 
body is raised ; that being first which is natural, 
and afterward that which is spiritual. And though 
it is said, this corruptible shall put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall put on immortality ; the 
change shall be such as flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God, neither doth corrup- 
tion inherit incorruption, 1 Cor. xv. We shall be 
raised out of all corruption and corruptibility, out 
of all mortality ; and the children of God, and of 
the resurrection, shall be equal to the angels of 
God in heaven. And as the celestial bodies do far 
excel terrestrial, so we expect our spiritual bodies 
in the resurrection shall far excel what our bodies 
now are. 
3 



14 DECLARATIONS OF FAITH. 

2. For the doctrine of eternal judgment ; God 
hath committed all judgment unto his Son Jesus 
Christ ; and he is Judge both of quick and dead, 
and of the states and ends of all mankind, John 
v: 22, 27 ; Acts, x: 42 ; 2 Timothy, iv: 1 ; 1 Peter, 
iv: 5. 

That there shall be hereafter a great harvest, 
which is the end of the world, a great day of 
judgment, and the judgment of that great day, the 
Holy Scripture is clear. Matt, xiii: 39, 40, 41; 
ch. x: 15, and xi: 24; Jude, 6. "When the Son 
of Man Cometh in his glory, and all the holy angels 
with Him, then shall he sit upon the throne of His 
glory, and before Him shall be gathered all nations, 
&c. Matt. XXV : 31, 32, to the end, compared with 
ch. xxii: 31; Mark, viii: 38; Luke, ix: 26, and 1 
Cor. XV : 52 ; 2 Thes. i : 7, 8, to the end, and 1 
Thes. iv: 16; Rev. xx: 12, 13, 14, 15. 

ON THE STATE OF MAN IN THE FALL. 

We believe man was created in the image of 
God, capable of understanding the divine law, and of 
holding communion with his Creator ; but through 
disobedience he forfeited this blessed state, lost his 
innocence, and came under condemnation. 

Ejected from the happy garden, a perverted, 

alienated being, his posterity inherited his fallen 

nature. As the fountain is impure, the stream 

must be also. The current, in the ordinary course 
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of nature, cannot rise higher than its source ; hence 
there is no capacity in man to regain his former 
state of favor and acceptance with God. 

" God saw us ruined In the fall, 
Tet loved us, notwithstanding all." 

" As by the offence of one, judgment came upon 
all men to condemnation ; even so by the righteous- 
ness of one, the free gift came upon all men unto 
justification of life.'* So that all that die before 
they arrive at the knowledge of good and evil, are 
saved by the righteousness of Christ. 

But seeing that all who have attained to the 
capacity of religious accountability, have sinned, 
(by actual transgression) and come short of the 
glory of God, a sovereign remedy also is provided, 
by the atoning sacrifice of the Son of God, and 
the renewing and sanctifying grace of the Holy 
Spirit. And all that will come may come, and 
partake of the water of life freely, through repen- 
tance towards God, and faith in the Lord Jesus, 
with passive submission and active obedience to 
the manifested will of our Father in Heaven, and 
be restored to favor, acceptance, and communion 
with God. 

ON THE EVIL SPIRIT. 

We believe in the existence of a spiritual evil 
agent, distinct from man, who tempted our first 
parents to sin, and through their disobedience 
wrought the fall of our race *, "^ko W'Si NJcifc ^•'sr^^s^^ 
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of death ; whom our Saviour met and resisted, when 
tempted in the wilderness; and whose power ho 
broke, when he rose from the dead. 

In the degeneracy of man, and all its consequent 
woes ; in the crucifixion of the Son of God ; and 
in his mighty opposition to the Messiah's reign in 
all ages, Satan has been, and will be suffered fully 
to develop the malignity of his character and 
purposes. 

But we believe his power is limited, and that in 
God's own time he will be chained, and finally 
"cast into the lake of fire.'* 
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CHAPTER II. 

MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP. 

He who died for His people to save them from 
their sins, ever liveth to make intercession for 
them. Through His mediation, without the neces- 
sity for any inferior instrumentality, is the Father 
to be approached and reverently worshiped. The 
Lord Jesus has forever fulfilled and ended the 
typical and sacrificial worship under the law, by 
the ofiering up of Himself upon the cross for us, 
once for all. He has opened the door of access 
into the inner sanctuary, and graciously appointed 
spiritual offerings for the service of His temple, 
suited to the several conditions of all who worship 
in spirit and in truth. The broken and the con- 
trite heart, the confession of the soul prostrate 
before God, the prayer of the afflicted when he is 
overwhelmed, the earnest wrestling of the spirit, 
the outpouring of humble thanksgiving, the spiritual 
song and melody of the heart, the simple exercise 
of faith, the self-denying service of love ; — tkeo.^ 
are among the sacrifices 's^YaOcl ^^^ ^^wi ^c^^x^^&^ 
3* 



18 MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP. 

and faithful High Priest, is Himself pleased to 
prepare by His Spirit, in the hearts of them that 
receive Him, and to present with acceptance unto 
God. — London Discipline. 

It is evidently the will of the great Head of the 
Church that we should be one another's helpers 
in the Lord, building one another up in the most 
holy faith, comforting and encouraging one 
anothsr, and watching over one another for good. 

And it is of indispensable importance that we 
profess faith in and acknowledge our allegiance to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, before men, that we may 
be owned by him, before His Father, and the holy 
angels. 

This building up, strengthening, comforting and 
encouraging one another in every good word and 
work, and this confessing the Lord Jesus before 
men, includes both example and precept. 

It is an injunction of the everlasting gospel, as 
preached by a commissioned angel to all them that 
dwell upon the earth, to " worship God, who made 
heaven and earth, and the sea, and the fountains 
of waters.'* 

We cannot doubt that the Holy Spirit led the 
Apostles and early Christians into the practice of 
frequently meeting together for the purpose of 
worshiping God, and for mutual edification; to which 
/>raetice our Lord alluded in the gracious assurance, 
'^ Where two or three are gathered togaifcier in my 
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name, there am I in the midst of them/' And the 
Apostle, having witnessed the refreshings from the 
presence of the Lord, and the comfort of the Holy 
Spirit, on these solemn occasions, emphatically 
enjoined the practice upon the believers, "Not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together as 
the manner of some is.'' 

Based upon these and kindred considerations, 
meetings for divine worship are established among 
us. 

And seeing that the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth, and with Him are the issues of life and 
of death, the destinies of men and of nations ; and 
that we are dependent upon Him for every good 
and perfect gift, both spiritual and temporal ; it 
becomes our imperative and reasonable duty, as 
well as our high and holy privilege, faithfully to 
assemble with our brethren and sisters, with our 
minds gathered from the hindering things of time, 
and fixed upon Grod, imploring the help of His 
Spirit, that we may draw near to Him, and wait 
upon and worship Him in spirit and in truth; that 
we may be edified together, and witness our spiritual 
strength renewed ; and thus manifest to the world, 
that our hopa is in God and our dependence in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

And believing in the omniscience and omni- 
presence of Deity, that " known unto God ot^ ^^ 
his works from the beginniiig oi \Jkv^ ^otV^^i^ *0«s.^^ 
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nothing is hid from Him with whom we have to 
do; and considering the supreme majesty and 
immaculate holiness of the "King immortal," and 
our abject unworthiness, having nothing of our 
own to recommend us to His favor, we do esteem 
it admirably adapted, and in a striking manner 
appropriate, to sit down together in solemn silence 
before him, desiring to be fed from His bountiful 
table, for His dear Son's sake, and that by the 
help of the Spirit we may worship in the beauty 
of holiness with the Spirit and with the under- 
standing also. 

In this humble, waiting, watching, prayerful 
frame of mind, if any feel the sensible influence 
of the Spirit moving to the utterance of words for 
the instruction, encouragement, or warning of others, 
or to offer praise or supplication in behalf of the 
congregation, they will be words fitly spoken, and 
will prove like "apples of gold in pictures of sil- 
ver;'' the spirit working in them both to will, and 
to do, of his own good pleasure. 

Such worship, either silent or vocal, cannot 
fail to be as incense poured forth, acceptable to 
God by Jesus Christ, and will result in the renewal 
of the spiritual strength of the worshiper, as 
promised in Holy Writ. 

But when any of our members willfully neglect, 

or are habitually unseasonable in the attendance 

of our religions meetingB, ox m^m^^^t. a careless, 
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unconcerned frame of mind therein, it is unmistaka- 
ble evidence that they are spiritually diseased, and 
that the love of God and of His people does not 
have free course in their minds. 

We earnestly exhort all our members, especially 
ministers, elders, and overseers, to let the remem- 
brance of their stewardship and accountability one 
for another, rest weightily on their minds ; and to 
regard the injunction of the apostle, '^ Brethren, 
if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are 
spiritual restore such an one, in the spirit of 
meekness ; considering thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted.'' 

When any continue to neglect our meetings, dis- 
regarding the advice of friends, and the labors of 
the church. Monthly Meetings may separate them 
from membership with us. 



PRAYER. 



Prayer is the petition of the soul to God, silent 
or uttered; "The motion of a hidden fire that 
trembles in the breast.'' 

May all cultivate an earnest desire, and prayer 
of the soul for pardon for sin, and for freedom 
from the power of sin ; for holiness^ without which 
no man can see God. 



22 PRATER. 

For none will find, except they seek ; none need 
expect to receive, except they ask. 

Christians should pray for an increase of the 
spirit of prayer. 

We would by no means encourage formal prayer. 
This is the utterance of words without the sincere 
desire of the soul for the favors asked. 

The Lord has promised to be with His disciples 
unto the end of the world, to take up His abode 
with them — that is, by the Holy Spirit, who will 
help their infirmities. 

Let not the delusive idea be entertained that the 
gift and duty of public vocal prayer is confined to 
ministers. We are sorrowfully impressed with the 
belief that for this and other causes the motions of 
the spirit have been much suppressed; and by 
repeated quenchings the love which was once warm 
has grown cold, and blindness and poverty have 
ensued, to the great loss and peril of individuals 
and the leanness of the Church. 

Prayer is the indispensable duty of all, both old 
and young, and we do affectionately entreat all to 
yield to the power of God, when His spirit prompts 
them to give vocal expression before others to the 
yearnings of their souls in prayer. 
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CONDUCT AND CONVERSATION. 

MODERATION AND TEMPERANCE. 

Moderation and temperance are necessary fruits 
of the Christian religion. Wherefore all our mem- 
bers are entreated to observe them on all occasions. 

DEFAMATION AND DETRACTION. 

Friends are enjoined to watch over themselves 
and one another, in order to discourage every 
appearance of tale-bearing and detraction. 

GAMING AND DIVERSION. 

Games of chance, and many schemes of diver- 
sion tend to dissipate religious impressions, and to 
disqualify the mind for serious reflection, and for 
useful habits of industry ; hence it is our earnest 
concern that friends avoid such foolish and crimi- 
nal waste of time. 

All our members are advised against frequenting 
places of vain and idle resort, especially where 
intoxicating liquors are sold ; also against encoura- 
ging those called jugglers or fortune-tellers. 

SECRET SOCIETIES. 

Believing that the principles of the Christian 
religion, as held by us, furnish both ample scope 
and encouragement for the exercise of every good 
word and work, we do therefore earnestly advlaa 
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our members against uniting themselves with any 
secret, or other association, however plausible the 
profession thereof, the requisitions of which would 
compromise any of our Christian testimonies. 

UNBECOMING CONDUCT AND CONVERSATION. 

As all unbecoming conduct, and frivolous, pro- 
fane, and irreverent conversation, are morally dis- 
reputable, and utterly opposed to Christian gravity 
and the precepts of the Gospel, we exhort all 
Friends to a circumspect life and conversation. 

If any of our members, disregarding the fore- 
going advice, shall exceed the bounds of due mode- 
ration in trade or otherwise, or indulge in the 
unnecessary use of intoxicating liquors of any 
kind, or sell them for others, or sell or grind grain 
for distillation, or in any way promote the manu- 
facture or commerce of such liquors, except only 
for medicinal or mechanical purposes, Friends are 
enjoined to extend prompt care and earnest labor 
for their preservation. 

Or if any shall engage in seductive games or 
sinful diversions, let them be speedily admonished 
in Christian love. 

If any shall join the ostentatious show or cere- 
monied at funerals, or other occasions, of wearing 
badges, etc., let timely care be extended to them. 

All are admonished to watch over and admonish 
one another in love. Elders and overseers are 
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especially encouraged to consider themselves as 
delegated stewards and skepherds of the flock. 
May they, therefore, in that wisdom which is pure, 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, free from hypocrisy and 
partiality, feed the Church, watching over, guiding 
and guarding the sheep and the lambs, so that 
when the chief Shepherd shall appear they may 
give an account with joy. But having done their 
whole duty, if any persist in any of the aforemen- 
tioned evils, let them tell it to the Church, that 
the exercise and labor thereof may be engaged for 
the restoration of the erring, and the clearing of 
the truth. 

TOBACCO. 

Seeing that the use of tobacco is repulsive to 
good taste, and generally injurious to health, 
requiring a needless, and in the aggregate, an enor- 
mous waste of labor and money, we do therefore 
earnestly and affectionately encourage all our mem- 
bers who indulge in it, to take up the cross and 
discontinue and discourage a habit so disgusting 
and so generally fraught with evil, if it can be 
done without injuring their health. And it is 
believed that if Friends prayerfully consider the 
subject, they will feel themselves conscientiously 
restrained from the use, production, or sale of the 
article, except for medicinal purposes. 
4 
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PLAINNESS OF DKESS, LANGUAGE, AND 

DEPORTMENT. 

We would affectionately enjoin upon our mem- 
bers that simplicity of dress, language and deport- 
ment which becomes the cross-bearing followers of 
Our Holy Redeemer. " Be not conformed to this 
world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good 
and acceptable, and perfect will of God.'' A 
proper view of ourselves will induce a feeling of 
deep humility. And if through renewing grace 
our affections are set on things above, and we have 
tasted of the powers of the world to come, the 
vain and frivolous fashions of a changing world 
can no longer delight us. As our bodies become 
" temples of the Holy Ghost," all without, as well 
as within, will be regulated and conformed to the 
divine pattern as it is shown to us. We earnestly 
desire that by the graces of the spirit, in our 
lives and conversation, we may adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour, giving evidence that our 
treasure is in heaven and that our hearts are there 
also.' 

We would advise our members to avoid in their 
conversation the use of the titles "Master" and 
"Mistress," and the application of the names of 
heathen deities to days and months ; the use of 
the plural pronoun " you" instead of the singular, 
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and the objective pronoun " thee '* instead of the 
nominative "thou." 

True civility and due respect one to another, and 
to the world, are enjoined by our holy religion, 
and we desire all our members to show forth these 
Christian graces in their conduct and conversation. 



BOOKS AND READING. 

It is considered incumbent on all our members to 
discourage, as much as possible, the perusal and 
circulation of those pernicious publications which, 
though written under a guise of zeal for the truth, 
tend to undermine the doctrines of the Christian 
religion and to promote discord and disunity in the 
Church. 

To counteract the influence of such writings, as 
well as those of a more openly immoral character, 
parents and heads of families are advised to fur- 
nish for their children and those under their care, 
a sufficient amount of suitable reading adapted to 
their capacities. 

Monthly Meetings should annually examine into 
the state of their libraries, and consider the pro- 
priety of an increase of the books. 
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PARENTS AND CHILDREN, 

As next to our own souls our offspring are the 
very immediate objects of our care and concern, 
we entreat all who are parents and governors of 
families, that they lay to heart the great and laat- 
ing importance to the youth, of a religious educa- 
tion. This would lead them to be solicitous that 
their tender and susceptible minds maybe impressed 
with virtuous principles, and with a just senso 
of the Divine Being, an3 of Hia attributes. They 
would bo concerned to inculcate correct views, in 
relation to the vanity of transitory pleasures, 
and the enduring value of the pearl of great 
price. 

May parents, therefore, be examples to their 
children in their meetings, their families, and in 
their employments. Keep them, while young, out 
of the vain fashions, the corrupt customs, and the 
unprofitable conversation of the world ; laboring 
to convince their tender minds of the propriety 
of restraint, when necessary ; exhorting them in 
meekness, and commanding in wisdom. 

And as they advance in age guard them agi 
the reading of romances and licentious publica^ 
tions, and against public pastimes and pernicious 
diversions, all of which have a tendency to draw 
the mind from a sense of religious duty, and to 
alienate it from the divine life, and to deprive it of 



1 
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that peace and true comfort attendant upon the 
daily exercise of religion and virtue. 

In much love to the rising generation, we exhort 
them to avoid the many vanities and ensnaring 
corruptions to which they are exposed. Bear in 
mind, dear youth, that "the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom." Take advice of godly par- 
ents, guardians and friends, ever remembering that 
children ought to obey their parents in the Lord, 
and that disobedience to parents is a breach of the 
moral law, and is always offensive in the divine sight. 

With tender solicitude, we press it upon you, flee 
from everything which may have a tendency to 
despoil your innocence and to render your minds 
less receptive of that holy influence which your 
enlightened judgments demonstrate to be truth. 
We entreat you to attend to this heavenly instructor, 
and dutifully to yield to the correspondent 
tender advice of your friends. Shrink not from 
the cross, in your dress, langilage, and manners, 
that through a subjection of your wills to the 
divine will, in these and all other respects, you 
may walk answerably to the purity of our profes- 
sion, and the simplicity and spirituality of our 
worship. So may you be instructive examples to 
serious inquirers after truth, and not of those who, 
under a profession thereof, are preferring their 
own evil ways and turning others aside from the 
footsteps of its followers. 
4* 
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CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 

We have ever maintained that it is our duty to 
obey all the enactments of civil government, 
except those by which our allegiance to God is 
interfered with. We owe muchto'^its blessings; 
through it we enjoy liberty and protection, in con- 
nection with law and order ; and while bound by 
our sense of religious conviction, not to comply 
with those requisitions which violate our Christian 
principles, we desire ever to be found of those who 
are quiet in the land, a condition favorable to 
true Christian patriotism, and in which, (services 
highly valuable and useful may be rendered to the 
community. (1834.) 

Liberty of conscience, being the common right 
of all men, and particularly essential to the well- 
being of religious societies, we hold it to be indis- 
pensably incumbent upon us, to maintain it 
inviolably amongst ourselves ; and therefore exhort 
all in profession with us, to decline accepting any 
office or station in the civil government, the duties 
of which are inconsistent with our religious princi- 
ples ; or in the exercise of which they may be, or 
apprehend themselves to be, under the necessity of 
exacting from others any compliances against which 
they are conscientiously scrupulous. 

If any in membership with us, notwithstand- 
ing the preceding admoiiition, ^«.\\ ^«t^\ftt in a 
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conduct so repugnant to our principles, they should 
be treated with, and if they cannot be brought to 
see and acknowledge their error, the Monthly 
Meetings should proceed to testify against them. 

It is also our judgment, that Friends ought not, 
in any wise, to be active or accessory in electing, or 
promoting to be elected, their brethren to such 
offices or stations in civil government, the execution 
whereof tends to lay waste our Christian testimony, 
or subject their brethren or others to sufferings on 
account of their conscientious scruples. 



WAR. 

The Society of Friends has always believed that 
war is unlawful for a Christian, for the following, 
among other reasons : 

The following prophecies have universally been 
considered as applicable to the glorious dispensation 
which was introduced by our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and which was ushered in with the 
angelic song : " Glory to God in the highest, on 
earth peace, good will toward men." Luke ii: 14. 

"And it shall come to pass in the last days, that 
the mountain of the Lord's house shall be estab- 
lished in the top of the mountains, and shall be 
exalted above the hills ; and all nations shall flow 
into it. And many people shall go and say^ come 
ye, and let us go up to tW moMii\a2«\ q'I *^^ ^^-^^^ 
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to the house of the God of Jacob ; and He will teach 
us of His ways, and we will walk in His paths: for 
out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem. And He shall judge 
among the nations, and shall rebuke many people; 
and they shall beat their swords into plow-shares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks ; nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more." Isa. ii: 2 — 4. Mich, iv : 
1 — 3. "Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion; 
shout, daughter of Jerusalem ; behold, thy Eling 
Cometh unto thee; he is just, and having salvation; 
lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt, the 
foal of an ass. And I will cut oflF the chariot from 
Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the 
battle-bow shall be cut* off; and he shall speak peace 
unto the heathen ; and his dominion shall be from 
sea to sea, and from the river even to the ends of 
the earth.'* Zach. ix: 9 — 10. 

The Lord Jesus himself says, "Ye have heard 
that it hath been said, thou shalt love thy neighbor, 
and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, love 
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good 
to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefuUy use you, and persecute you," etc. 
Matt, v: 43 — 47. "Therefore all things what- 
soever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them." Matt, vii: 12. " My Kingdom 
is not of this world ; if my Kingdom were of this 
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world, then would my servants fight, that I should 
not be delivered to the Jews; but now is my 
Kingdom not from hence." John xviii : 36. 

The Apostle Paul says, " Dearly beloved, avenge 
not yourselves; but rather give place unto wrath ; 
for it is written, vengeance is mine; I will repay, 
saith the Lord. Therefore, if thine enemy hunger, 
feed him ; if he thirst, give him drink ; for in so 
doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head." 
Rom. xii : 19—20. 

And Peter says, "Not rendering evil for evil, or 
railing for railing, but contrariwise, blessing." 1 
Pet. iii: 9. 

It is our earnest concern that Friends may adhere 
faithfully to our ancient Christian testimony against 
wars and fighting, avoiding to unite with any in 
warlike measures, either oflFensive or defensive ; that 
by the innocency of our conduct, we may convin- 
cingly demonstrate ourselves to be real subjects of 
the Messiah's peaceful reign, and be instrumental in 
the promotion thereof, towards its desired comple- 
tion, when according to ancient prophecy, "the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as 
the waters cover the sea," and its inhabitants 
"shall learn war no more." ^ 

If any of our members shall so far depart from 
our religious testimony and principles in regard to 
war, as to enlist in the army or navy, or perform 
military service, or are otherwise guilty of manifest 
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and persistent deviation from a faithful and consist- 
ent maintenance of our testimony on this subject, 
tender dealing and advice should be extended to 
them, in order to their convincement and restora- 
tion, and should this prove ineflFectual, Monthly 
Meetings may proceed to disown them. 



SLAVERY AND THE PEOPLE OF COLOR 

As a religious Society, we have long held it to be 
our indispensable duty to declare to the world our 
belief of the repugnance of slavery to the Christian 
religion ; having been convinced that the principles 
of justice and equity which the Gospel enjoins, 
manifest the unrighteousness of man holding his 
fellow man in bondage. We therefore prohibit our 
members from participating therein in any manner. 

And as from late political changes, slavery has 
been abolished in nearly all the United States, and 
millions of our long injured fellow men are just 
emerging from the abject degradation produced by 
this cruel system, we commend their physical, 
moral, and religious condition to the continued 
interest and care of our members, with a view to 
their elevation to the capacity of enjoying all the 
rights and privileges of civil and Christian societies, 
with desires that they may be made more generally 
rich partakers of that knowledge, which is life 
eternal. 
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OATHS. 

Our Society has a testimony against civil or 
judicial oaths, founded upon the following express 
and positive command of Christ : " Ye have heard 
that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou 
shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto 
the Lord thine oaths ; but I say unto you swear not 
at all ; neither by heaven, for it is God's throne ; 
nor by the earth, for it is His footstool ; neither by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King ; 
neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou 
canst not make one hair white or black ; but let 
your communication be, yea, yea ; nay, nay ; for 
whatsoever is more than these, cometh of evil." 
Matt, v: 33—37. 

This testimony we also find was clearly held up 
and emphatically enjoined by the Apostle James, 
"But above all things, my brethren, swear not; 
neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by 
any other oath ; but let your yea be yea, and your 
nay, nay ; lest you fall into condemnation.** Jas. 
v: 12. 

Believing therefore, as we do, that no argument 
can invalidate a prohibition thus clear and positive, 
we are bound religiously to regard it. Let us 
therefore evince our sincerity in relation thereto, 
by faithfully maintaining our affirmation. And if 
any of our members, either in courts or elae^hftr<^^ 
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violate it, either by taking or administering an 
oath, Monthly Meetings are desired to extend 
brotherly labor towards them, and if they cannot 
be prevailed upon to give the necessary satisfaction, 
to testify their disunity with them. 



TRADE. 

It being evident that where the manifestations 
and restraints of the spirit of truth are duly prized 
and regarded, it leads out of a bondage to the spirit 
of this world, and preserves the minds of its fol- 
lowers from many fettering and disqualifying 
entanglements; and contrariwise, that an inordi- 
nate love and pursuit of worldly riches often betrays 
those who are captivated by them, into many 
difficulties and dangers, to the great obstruction of 
the work of truth in the heart ; we affectionately 
desire that the counsel and gracious promise of our 
blessed Redeemer to his followers may be borne in 
remembrance by us, " Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added unto you." 

We are earnestly concerned that the service of 
our religious Society may not be obstructed, or its 
reputation dishonored, by any imprudence of its 
members in their worldly engagements, and recom- 
mend to all, that they be careful not to venture 
upon business they do not understand; not to 
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launch into trade beyond their ability, and at the 
risk of others ; but that they bound their engage- 
ments by their means ; and when they enter into 
contracts, or agreements, whether written or by 
words, that they endeavor on all occasions, strictly 
to fulfill them, that no occasion of reproach may be 
given to truth and the Society. 

It is further recommended, that Friends fre- 
quently inspect the state of their afiairs, and keep 
their accounts so clear and accurate, that they may 
at any time easily know whether they live within 
the bounds of their circumstances or not, and in 
cases of death, that these may not be perplexing 
to survivors. 

It is our earnest concern that in all our dealings 
and transactions among men, strict justice may be 
observed, and that no motives of pecuniary interest 
may induce any of our members to impose upon 
each other, or upon any with whom they may have 
commercial intercourse; and it is directed that 
Monthly Meetings be careful to extend suitable 
admonition against all deviations in these respects, 
for the help and recovery of delinquents. 



PAYMENT OF DEBTS. 

If any of our members shall willfully with- 
hold the payment of a just debt, they should be 
tenderly urged to payment; and if this proves 
5 
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unavailing, they should be treated with as the case 
demands. 

But should any be in such difficult circumstances 
as not to be able to pay all their just debts, and 
yet manifest an honest intention by oflFering their 
all to their creditors, without preference, let tender 
compassion be extended to them as brethren ; having 
done all that they could, nothing more should 
be expected until they shall be able to make 
further payment. 



RIGHTS OF MEMBERSHIP-HOW ACQUIRED. 

All children born of parents, one or both of 
whom are members of our society, shall be con- 
sidered members. 

Although we recognize the children of our 
members as objects of our care, and partakers of the 
outward privileges of Christian fellowship and 
organization, we would remind all that such recogni- 
tion cannot constitute them members of the Church 
of Christ. Nothing can eflFect this but the power 
of the Holy Spirit, working repentance toward 
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Therefore let the words of our Divine Master have 
due place with us all, "Ye must be born again." 

It is the earnest desire of the Yearly Meeting that 
all our dear youth may espouse our profession by 
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convincement at an early age, and it shall be the 
duty of Monthly Meetings to extend kind Christian 
care to them, by committees, to this end. 



RECEPTIONS INTO MEMBERSHIP. 

It is directed that the following order be observed, 
respecting applications to be received into mem- 
bership. Those wishing to be received are to apply 
to the overseers, who, when they are free so to do, 
are to lay the case before the Preparative Meeting; 
and after that meeting is satisfied, it shall lay it 
before the Monthly Meeting ; which meeting, when 
fully satisfied that the request is sincere and on the 
ground of convincement, and that the applicant is 
acquainted with, and believes in, the doctrines of the 
Christian religion, as professed by Friends, and set 
forth in our discipline, may make a minute stating 
the acceptance of such into membership, and a 
Friend or two should be appointed to inform the 
person requesting, thereof. 

If the request comes before men's meeting, the 
approbation of women's meeting also should be 
obtained ; if before women's, that of men's meeting. 

And it is our desire, when a small or larger number 
of individuals who may reside remote from any 
Monthly Meeting, may be awakeiifed. \k> ^ ^.^ec^^^'st. ^^Jv 
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their spiritual wants, and may incline to embrace 
the doctrines of the Gospel, as held by us, that 
ministers, elders, and overseers, and other concerned 
Friends, should render such advice and encourage- 
ment as in the wisdom of truth they may be enabled 
to do, in order that such may be well informed in 
Christian doctrine ; ^ and if at any time such indi- 
viduals should desire to be admitted to full member- 
ship with us, the Friends who have extended care as 
aforesaid, should inform the Monthly Meeting most 
convenient ; and such meeting, after extending 
proper care, may be at liberty to receive them into 
membership collectively; or should the Monthly 
Meeting desire assistance, the case may be for- 
warded to the Quarterly Meeting for advice and 
assistance before final action. 

And Friends are earnestly desired to be careful 
that they discharge their whole duty toward those 
who manifest an interest in their spiritual welfare by 
attending our religious meetings, or are inclined to 
join us in religious fellowship ; to visit such in the 
love of Christ for their encouragement in a Chris- 
tian course of life, and to instruct them in a knowl- 
edge of the doctrines of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Monthly meetings are at liberty to allow such as 
are under the care of Friends, as aforesaid, to sit in 
our meetings for discipline before they are admitted 
into full membership. 
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RELEASE OF MEMBERS AND RELINQUISHMENT 

OF RIGHTS. 

When any member requests to be released from 
membership, the Monthly Meeting should grant or 
record such release, after the proper care to reclaim 
them proves unavailing. 

Any member joining another religious denomina- 
tion, and continuing satisfied therein for two years, 
thereby relinquishes his right in our own. 



YEARLY MEETING. 

Iowa Yearly Meeting of Friends was set oflF from 
Indiana Yearly Meeting, with the concurrence of 
other Yearly Meetings, and is composed of Friends 
in the States of Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, 
and in the northern and western parts of Illinois. 

The first Yearly Meeting was held at Spring 
Creek, near Oskaloosa, in the 9th month, 1863, 
committees attending from Indiana, New York, 
Baltimore, and Western Yearly Meetings. 

It is established to be held at Oskaloosa, on the 
Fourth day following the first First day in the Ninth 
month, at 11 o'clock, for worship, and on Fifth 
day at 11 o'clock, for discipline. Meetings for 
worship to be held on First day following, at 10 
o'clock in the morning, and at 3 o'clock in the 
afternoon. 



42 YEARLY MEETING. 

The Yearly Meeting of Ministers and Elders is 
held on Third day preceding the Yearly Meeting, at 
10 o'clock, A. M. 

The Representatives from the Quarterly Meetings, 
both men and women, are to meet separately at the 
close of the first sitting of the meeting for disci- 
pline, to propose clerks and assistants, whose names 
are to be reported at the opening of the second 
sitting to their respective meetings. 

Representatives having the care of the reports 
from the Quarterly Meetings, are to put them into 
the hands of the clerk of the meeting for the pre- 
ceding year, before the opening of the meeting for 
discipline, in order that time may be saved to the 
meeting, by a previous entry of the names of repre- 
sentatives. No representative ought to withdraw 
from the Yearly Meeting before it ends, without 
leave being first requested and granted. 

All communications directed to the Yearly Meet- 
ing, except from such meetings as correspond regu- 
larly therewith, are to be previously perused by a 
nomination of Friends for the purpose, who are to 
consider and report whether the same be proper to 
be read in the Yearly Meeting. 

The design of our annual meetings, in their first 
constitution, being in order to a general oversight 
and care of the Churches pertaining to our Chris- 
tian communion, it remains to be our fervent desire 
that good order, unity and concord may be main- 



YEARLY MEETING. 43 

tained amongst us. We know that love and unity, 
founded upon Christian principles, are promotive of 
truth and righteousness amongst ourselves, and we 
believe also that when conspicuous in us, they have 
their influence upon those around us. Under these 
considerations we fervently desire, and humbly hope, 
that He who hath to the present day preserved us a 
people highly favored, will be graciously pleased 
still to animate us with a zealous concern, that love 
and good will may predominate in us individually, 
and that union, peace, and concord, may prevail in 
every department of the family. And finally, 
Friends, collectively and individually, may all our 
meetings be held with weight, as in the immediate 
presence of the Head of the church ; may the aged 
amongst us be examples of every Christian virtue, 
and evince by the calmness of their evening, that 
their day has been blest. May the middle aged not 
faint in their stations, but together with their elder 
and younger brethren firmly support, yea, exalt the 
several testimonies which we are called to maintain. 
And, oh ! may the beloved youth bend early and 
cheerfully under the forming power of truth, that 
each, standing in his allotment, the harmony of the 
building may be preserved, and we truly grow up 
into a holy temple for the Lord. 
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MEETINGS FOR DISCIPLINE. 

It is pre-eminently necessary that Gospel order 
be maintained in the church of Christ, For this 
purpose, meetings for discipline are established, that 
everything pertaining to the exercise of Church gov- 
ernment may be attended to, as the Apostle directs, 
" Let all things be done decently and in order." 

The necessities of the poor, the reclaiming of the 
erring, the reconciling of diflFerences, the solemniza- 
tion of marriages, and the proper training and edu- 
cation of the youth, are prominent among the 
objects of the care of the Church. 

The connection and subordination of our meet- 
ings for discipline are as follows, viz : Preparative 
Meetings are accountable to the Monthly, Monthly 
to the Quarterly, and Quarterly to the Yearly Meet- 
ing. If any superior meeting be dissatisfied with 
the proceeding of any subordinate meeting, such 
subordinate meeting should with cheerful submission 
render an account thereof when required, or correct 
or expunge any of its minutes, according to the 
direction of a superior meeting, or a committee 
thereof. 

No Quarterly Meeting can be set, up or laid down, 
without the consent of the Yearly Meeting, no 
Monthly without the consent of the Quarterly 
Meeting, and no Preparative or meeting for 
worship without the unity of the Monthly Meeting. 
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^Preparative Meetings should be attached to such 
Monthly Meetings as suit, the convenience of the 
members thereof, and seem most likely to conduce 
to the best interests of Society. 

Every Quarterly', Monthly, and Preparative Meet- 
ing, should keep a fair record of its proceedings, 
and endeavor to finish all business which shall come 
before it without unnecessary delay, and clerks 
should sign the minutes of each meeting or books 
of record. 

If at any time a case be presented to a subor- 
dinate meeting which shall appear too difficult for 
it to determine, or likely to excite a party spirit, 
such meeting should without delay request the 
assistance of its superior meeting in a case of diffi- 
culty, without mentioning the particulars of the 
case, and cheerfully submit the issue to the judgment 
of the superior meeting, or a committee thereof. 

In all cases where a Monthly or Quarterly 
Meeting requests copies of any papers, minutes, or 
records of another co-ordinate meeting, they 
should be granted. 

After a charge has been entered against a 
member on the minutes of any meeting for disci- 
pline, such person should not sit in any such meeting 
until the case is determined and the meeting 
satisfied. 

Every meeting for discipline should appoint a 
clerk annually, nominated by a committee for tbi^^ 
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purpose. And it shall be considered a part of the» 
duty of the clerk to forward all necessary business 
from inferior to superior meetings. 

Every meeting should also appoint a treasurer 
annually, who shall keep an account of all monies 
received, or paid out, on behalf of the meeting. 

Every Monthly Meeting should appoint a corre- 
spondent, to authenticate by his signature, when 
necessary, minutes or certificates granted to minis- 
ters, or others to travel in truth's service, and 
all documents sent by one Monthly or Quarterly 
Meeting to another. Information of the appoint- 
ment of correspondents must be forwarded to the 
Yearly Meeting. 

Every Monthly Meeting next preceding its 
Quarter, should appoint two or more representatives 
to attend the Quarter and to return to the Monthly 
Meeting, what may be given them in charge. 

Quarterly Meetings should, in like manner, 
appoint a suitable number of representatives to 
the Yearly Meeting. 

Representatives are desired, in all cases, to be 
faithful in their attendance of the meetings to 
which they are deputed, giving diligent heed to 
the business, so as fairly to represent the meetings 
by which they were appointed, and report to their 
brethren and sisters, either verbally or in writing, 
whatever may be given them in charge, and other 
information which may tend to edification. And 
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when any fail to attend, they are required to render 
a reason to the meeting which appointed them. 

As the service of our meetings for discipline per- 
tains especially to our own members, it is advised 
that they be kept select as a general rule, yet dis- 
cretionary authority is conceded to meetings for 
discipline, in reference to admitting others. 

The preceding rules apply equally to men's and 
women's meetings, except that the latter are not 
required to appoint correspondents, those appointed 
by men's meetings being sufficient to sign commu- 
nications for women's meetings also. 

And knowing that our sufficiency is of God and 
our dependence upon the Holy Spirit, we have 
adopted the practice of holding a meeting for wor- 
ship immediately preceding those for transacting 
the affairs of the church, desiring to witness a spiri- 
tual preparation rightly to proceed with the busi- 
ness of the meeting, in meekness, in wisdom, and 
under that authority to which our Lord alluded 
when he said to His disciples, " Verily I say unto 
you, whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatsoever ye shall loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven." Matt, xviii : 18. 

We do earnestly exhort that none be deterred 
from the faithful exercise of their gifts, either in 
meetings for worship or discipline, on account of 
their youth. And in the important appointments 
in the church, let the dictates of the Spirit and the 
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religious growth of individuals be considered, rather 
than age or activity. 



QUERIES. 

In order that Friends may be induced to an indi- 
vidual examination, whether their practice is 
consistent with the Gospel; and that ministers, 
elders, overseers, and all other religiously con- 
cerned Friends may be incited to discharge their 
duties faithfully, in administering counsel and admo- 
nition ; and that the Yearly Meeting may be 
clearly informed of the state of Society, the follow- 
ing queries are addressed to the subordinate meet- 
ings, with directions that they be read therein, and 
responded to as follows, viz : 

The first four to be read, and the deficiencies or 
exceptions thereto, noted in the Preparative and 
Monthly Meetings next preceding their respective 
Quarterly Meetings, (except where one Preparative 
constitutes the Monthly Meeting, then in the Monthly 
Meeting only,) and a summary of the deficiencies 
from the Preparatives, with such others as may be 
within the knowledge of Friends, to be forwarded to 
the Quarterly Meeting, where the queries are to be 
again read, and a summary of the deficiencies 
reported from the Monthly Meetings, to be recorded. 

The annual queries are also to be read in the 
Preparative, Monthly and Quarterly Meetings 
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preceding the Yearly Meeting, and answered, (the 
first five by noting the exceptions as above,) and 
summaries of the exceptions and answers to all the 
queries, forwarded seasonably to the clerk of the 
Yearly Meeting. 



Query 1st. Are Friends careful to live under the 
influence of gospel love and Christian charity, 
watching faithfully over themselves, and one another, 
to prevent the introduction, or harboring of anything 
which would mar their unity? 

2d. Are Friends diligent in their attendance of 
meetings for worship and discipline, seasonably; and 
do parents and heads of families encourage their 
children, and those under their care, in this Christian 
duty, by taking them to meeting as circumstances 
will admit; and is good order therein maintained? 

8d. Are Friends familiar with the doctrines of 
the Christian religion, and do they endeavor by 
example and precept to train their children, and 
those under their care, in the knowledge of the 
precepts and promises of the gospel; do they teach 
them that the wearing of gay apparel, and conforming 
to the vain customs of the world, are inconsistent 
therewith; do they guard them against pernicious 
reading, evil company, and corrupt conversation; 
and do they encourage them to read the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and other religious books? 



60 ANNUAL QUERIES. 

4th. Are Friends careful to deal with trans- 
gressors seasonably and impartially, and to evince 
to them the spirit of restoring love ? 



ANNUAL QUERIES. 

1st. Are Friends careful to pay due regard to 
the First day of the week, as a day of rest and 
devotion, avoiding secular business, and all manual 
labor not absolutely necessary? 

2d. Are the necessities of the poor, and the 
circumstances of those who appear likely to require 
aid, inspected, and their necessities relieved ; are 
they advised and assisted in such employments as 
they are capable of; and is due care taken to pro- 
mote the school education of their children? 

8d. Are Friends just in their dealings, punctual 
in fulfilling their engagements, and clear of defraud- 
ing the public revenue? 

4th. Do Friends bear a faithful testimony to the 
entire freedom of the gospel ministry; against war; 
against all swearing, slavery, and lotteries ? 

6th. Are Friends clear of the unnecessary use 
of all intoxicating liquors; and of aiding or 
encouraging the manufacture thereof, or traffic 
therein, except for medicinal or mechanical purposes? 

6th. What new meetings settled? 

7th. Are schools encouraged for the education 
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of our youth, under the tuition of teachers in mem- 
bership with us? 

8th. Is every family of Friends furnished with a 
copy of the Holy Scriptures, and is it their practice to 
read a portion thereof daily, in a collective capacity, 
with a devotional pause? 

9th. What ministers recorded, and what minis- 
ters and elders have deceased during the year? 

10th. What is your number of families and 
parts of families, and of members, male and 
female? 

11th. What number of additions by convince- 
ment during the year ? 

12th. Are the queries addressed to the Quarterly, 
Monthly, and Preparative Meetings, read and 
answered therein, as directed? 



UNANSWERED QUERIES. 

In order to realize the benefit of serious self- 
examination, and to induce an earnest concern for 
the good of others, the four following queries are 
to be read in our meetings for discipline; to be then 
seriously and deliberately considered, but not 
answered. In Quarterly Meetings: No. 1 in the 
autumn, Nos. 2 and 3 in winter, and No. 4 in the 
spring. And in Monthly and Preparative Meetings : 
each once in the year, at such time as they may 
choose. 
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1. What is the religious state of your meeting ; 
and is there among you evidence of a growth in 
the truth ? 

2. Are you individually giving evidence of true 
conversion of heart; of love to Christ, and self- 
denying devotedness to Him; and of a growing 
preparation for the life to come ? 

3. Do you exercise a judicious, religious care over 
your younger members, manifesting an earnest con- 
cern that, through the power of divine grace, they 
may all become established in the faith and hope of 
the gospel? 

4. Do you maintain a watchful care against con- 
formity to the world; against the love of ease and 
self-indulgence, or being unduly absorbed by your 
outward concerns to the hindrance of your religious 
progress; bearing in mind that "here have we no 
continuing cvijV'^— London Discipline. 



GENERAL ADVICES. 

TO BE RBAD ONCE IN THE YEAR IN PREPARATIVE 

MEETINGS. 

Take heed, dear Friends, we entreat you to the 
convictions of the Holy Spirit, who leads, through 
unfeigned repentance and living faith in the Son of 
God, to reconciliation with our Heavenly Father, 
and to the blessed hope of eternal life, purchased 
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for us by the one offering of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

Be earnestly concerned in religious meetings, 
reverently to present yourselves before the Lord, 
and seek, by the help of the Holy Spirit, to wor- 
ship God through Jesus Christ. 

Friends are advised — 

To observe due moderation in the furniture of 
their houses, and to avoid superfluity in their 
mariner of living. 

To attend to the limitations of truth in their 
temporal business. 

To be careful to place their children amongst 
Friends, preferring those whose care and example 
will be most likely to conduce to their preser- 
vation. 

To inspect the state of their temporal affairs 
once in the year, and make their wills whilst in 
health. 

To apply for certificates when about to remove, 
and to pay proper attention to those coming from 
other places, who appear as Friends, without pro- 
ducing certificates. 

And it is advised that when occasions of uneasi- 

m 

ness appear in any, such may be treated with in 
privacy, and with tenderness, before the matter be 
communicated to another; thus, the hands of those 
concerned in the further exercise of the discipline, 
will not be weakened by a qoiisciousness on ti^eir 
6* 
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part of a departure from the true order of the 
Gospel. 

And that Friends endeavor to manage the affairs 
of Society in the spirit of meekness and wisdom; 
with decency, forbearance, and love to each other; 
laboring to maintain the " unity of the spirit, in 
the bond of peace." 



MINISTERS. 

It is the prerogative of Christ Jesus, our Lord, 
to choose and to put forth His own ministers. A 
clear apprehension of Scripture doctrine, or a heart 
enlarged in love to others, are not of themselves 
sufficient for this work. Whatever may be the 
talents or Scriptural knowledge of any, unless there 
be a distinct call to the ministry, our Society can- 
not acknowledge it; and except there be a sense 
of the renewed putting forth and quickening 
influence of the Holy Spirit, we believe it to be 
utterly unsafe to move in this office. 

Let all who are called to exercise the Lord's 
gifts in the ministry be very watchful to know both 
the outflowing, and the staying, of the anointing 
oil. 

When any of our members has frequently 
spoken, as a minister, and his or her public 
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communications are approved, and the Preparative 
Meeting of Ministers and Elders is united in the 
belief that a gift in the ministry has been con- 
ferred, and that it is sufficiently developed to be 
acknowledged by the Church, it may, with the 
approbation of the Quarterly Meeting of Ministers 
and Elders, make such a proposition to the Monthly 
Meeting of which the individual is a member, which 
will, if it unites with the proposition, record such a 
Friend a minister of the Gospel. 

To liberate a . minister to labor abroad, and 
appoint meetings, a certificate of the unity of his 
or her Monthly Meeting will be required ; and for 
a general visit, either within or beyond the limits 
of our own Yearly Meeting, said certificate should 
be approved and endorsed by the Quarterly Meeting. 

When a minister feels required to appoint meet- 
ings occasionally, in the compass of his own 
Quarterly Meeting, or more remotely, as he 
may be passing to and fro, on secular or other 
business, he may submit such apprehension of duty 
to his Monthly Meeting ; and after receiving a 
certificate of unity therefrom, lay it before the 
Quarterly Meeting of Ministers and Elders ; and if 
approved and endorsed by that meeting, said cer- 
tificate may be retained at the discretion of the 
Monthly Meeting. But such minister shall report 
annually to the Monthly Meeting and the Quarterly 
Meeting of Ministers and Elders, and receive the 
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further expression of their unity and satisfaction, 
or return his certificate. 

Ministers travelling in truth's service should be 
very circumspect in their lives and conversation, 
carefully avoiding any participation in difficulties 
which may exist among Friends, and guarding 
against listening to, and indulging in, conversation 
of a detractive nature. 

Great care is called for, that none go forth as 
such before they are anointed, qualified, and 
rightly sent; and those who do go, should seek 
with much prayer, that the door of their lips may 
be suitably guarded, and their conduct and conver- 
sation chastened in all their social and more private 
intercourse ; and that their public communications 
may carry with them an evidence of authority 
which would be convincing to the hearers, encoura- 
ging to the true hearted, and arousing to the 
negligent and unbelieving ; and by dwelUng thus 
low, and carefully, they might be preserved from 
extending their discourses to an unsavory length. 

On their return, they should present their cer- 
tificates to the meetings granting them, without 
unnecessary delay. 

And lest Friends should be burdened, and the 
holy cause marred, and individuals injured by errors 
in judgment in the acknowledgment of gifts, and 
liberation of persons to services beyond the scope 
and adaptation of their gifts, all Friends are most 
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earnestly exhorted to be prayerful and honest in 
their deliberations on these subjects. When a 
minister submits a concern to a meeting, the 
responsibility rests on the meeting. And if a 
weak and unskillful ministry is imposed on our 
friends or others in other parts, there is a weight 
of responsibility which must find its center in the 
liberating meeting or meetings. 

We do recognize, own, and love those who have 
received gifts for the edification and encouragement 
of Friends, and those who attend our meetings, in 
their own vicinity and parts adjacent, but we all 
have this treasure in earthen vessels, and ministers 
are liable to mistake their gifts and callings ; they, 
therefore, need, and the best interests of the church 
demand, the watchful care of the church. 

Let the elders, when they see occasion, advise 
ministers to be very prudent in their conduct, not 
as busy bodies, nor meddling with family or per- 
sonal afiairs, in which they are not concerned, nor 
required to be assisting ; and to be very tender of 
one another's reputation, and that of Friends among 
whom they travel, neither giving ear to, nor 
spreading reports tending to cause in the minds of 
others, a lessening or disesteem of any of the 
brotherhood. 

While we desire faithfully to maintain our testi- 
mony to the freedom of the Gospel ministry, we 
regard it to be clearly the duty of the church, to 
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provide for the necessary expenses of ministers 
liberated by it for Gospel service abroad. 

If any acknowledged minister shall at any time 
be thought, by negligence, unfaithfulness, or 
otherwise, to have lost his or her service in that 
station, so as to become burthensome, and the 
subject of uneasiness, (yet not so as to be under 
the care of a meeting of discipline on that account, 
or for misconduct,) it is advised that a timely and 
tender care be extended to such person, according 
to Gospel order: first by the individuals con- 
cerned, and then by the Preparative Meeting of 
Ministers and Elders to which he or she may belong. 
Should these labors prove unavailing, report of the 
case should be made by that meeting to the 
Quarterly Meeting of Ministers and Elders, where a 
few Friends should be deputed to assist the said 
Preparative Meeting, in a further extension of labor 
with the party. If this also prove unavailing, and 
on reportthere of to the said Quarterly Meeting, it 
appears that the said Preparative Meeting has 
fully discharged its duty to the individual, the 
case should then be transmitted to the Monthly 
Meeting for discipline of which the party is a 
member, and left under its care ; and he or she 
ought from that time to refrain from attending any 
such meetings, until again reinstated by the Monthly 
Meeting. 
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ELDERS. 

Monthly Meetings are advised to appoint some 
discreet and judicious Friends (who are not minis- 
ters) tenderly to encourage and help young minis- 
ters, and advise others, as in the wisdom of God 
they see occasion. (1727.) Such as will fulfill 
the Apostolic injunction, " Feed the flock of God, 
which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, 
not by. constraint, but willingly ; not for filthy 
lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither as being lords 
over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the 
flock." IPet. v: 2—3. 

In the appointment of elders, age is not to be 
an inducement in the choice, but let such be 
appointed as fear God, love His truth in sincerity, 
are sound in Christian faith, and are of clean 
hands. (1761.) And they should be diligent 
readers of the Holy Scriptures ; and not only reli- 
giously concerned for the advancement of truth, 
and the support of our Discipline, but should mani- 
fest the same by their works, and be such as 
would faithfully discharge the trust confided to 
them, and evince a qualification rightly to judge 
of the ministry. 

When a Preparative Meeting of Ministers and 
Elders is united in proposing that any Friend be 
appointed to the station of an elder, it may, after 
the approbation of the Quarterly Meeting of Min- 



60 ELDERS. 

isters and Elders is obtained, forward such a 
proposition to the Monthly Meeting of men 
Friends, if it be a man, and of women, if a woman 
be proposed, where, if united with by both 
meetings, the appointment is to be madeu . ^\ 

A Quarterly Meeting may, when it sees occasion, 
appoint a few judicious men and women Friends 
to unite with a similar committee of any of its 
Monthly Meetings, in considering the condition of 
the Preparative Meeting of Ministers and Elders, 
and of its members, after conferring with them: 
and report to the Monthly Meeting the names of 
such elders as they think proper to be retained, 
and of any others whom they may propose to be 
appointed. The Monthly Meeting will then act 
upon the report, and such only as shall be 
continued or appointed, will remain in that station. 
When an elder removes from one Monthly 
Meeting to another in the same Quarter, such 
station is not lost, but may be conveyed by t 
certificate of removal ; but if the removal be beyond 
the limits of the Quarter, the station will not be 
retained. 

We desire that ministers and elders may be 
mutually useful to each other, and act as nursing 
fathers and mothers in the Church ; that they may 
be of those who love the Lord, and will ■ feed His 
lambs ; who are " vigilant, sober, of good behavior, 
given to hospitality, apt to teach;" ruling well 
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their own houses, " having their children in sub- 
jection, with all gravity." 1 Tim. iii: 2 — 4. 
And especially that they advise, admonish, and 
encourage those who are young in the ministry, in 
a tender and Christian spirit; nourishing that 
which is right, and discouraging everything that is 
unbecoming the ministry. (1736.) 



MEETINGS OF MINISTERS AND ELDERS. 

The ministers and elders of each monthly meeting 
are required to meet once in three months, at 
such time and place as the Monthly Meeting may 
direct, in the capacity of a Preparative Meeting of 
Ministers and Elders, when, after a time of soUd 
retirement, the queries addressed to such meetings 
are to be read and considered, and all exceptions 
to them to be reported up in writing (signed by 
the clerk) to the ensuing Quarterly Meeting of 
Ministers and Elders, to which two or more Friends 
should be appointed as representatives, and named 
in the report. If in the course of inquiry any 
deficiency has appeared, care should be taken that 
it be remedied. 

In the Quarterly Meeting of Ministers and 
Elders, the same queries, an^ the answers from the 
Preparatives, are to be read. Here the state of 
6 
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the members is to be weightily considered, that, 
where occasion requires it, counsel may be season- 
ably extended ; and once in the year those answers, 
comprised in a written report (signed by the clerk), 
are to be forwarded to the Yearly Meeting of Min- 
isters and Elders, by four or more Friends 
appointed as representatives. 

In the Yearly Meeting of Ministers and Elders 
the queries and answers from the Quarters are to 
be read ; and the state of this part of Society being 
collected and considered, advices adapted thereto 
may, if requisite, be issued to the subordinate 
meetings. Here ministers liberated by Monthly 
and Quarterly Meetings for religious service beyond 
sea, west of the Rocky Mountains, or beyond the 
limits of the United States, except to the Oanadas, 
New Brunswick or Nova Scotia, should communi- 
cate their prospects ; and if united with by this 
meeting, certificates thereof, signed by the clerk, 
should be granted. 

This meeting shall report annually to the Yearly 
Meeting at large, a summary yet clear statement of 
its condition, as exhibited by the answers to the 
queries, and such other matter as may be of 
interest. 

None of the meetings of this body shall in any 
wise interfere with the business of any meeting for 
discipline ; nor is the Yearly Meeting of Ministers 
and Elders to suffer its adjournments to interfere 
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with the sittings of the Yearly Meeting for 
discipline. 

When a Monthly Meeting is divided, should 
there not be a sufficient number of ministers and 
elders to compose a Preparative in each of those 
Monthly Meetings, they shall continue in one Pre- 
parative until the number shall be sufficient for 
two. 

Four members, ministers or elders, may be con- 
sidered a sufficient number to constitute a Prepara- 
tive Meeting for Ministers and Elders, with the 
unity of the Monthly Meeting, and of the Prepara- 
tive from which it is set oflF. 
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To be answered, (by noting deficiencies,) in 
their meetings once in the year, preceding the 
Yearly Meeting, from the Preparative to the 
Quarterly, and from the Quarterly to the Yearly 

three to the other three Quarters. 

1st. Are Ministers and Elders in unity, one 
with another; are they peacemakers; watchful 
and diligent to preserve and promote unity in the 
Church ? Do they manifest a concern for the 
increase of righteousness, and the due support of 
our discipline ? 
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2d. Are they faithful in the attendance of 
meetings for worship and discipline, seasonably; 
and do they encourage their families, and others 
in this Christian duty ? 

3d. Are Ministers and Elders well-informed, 
and sound in the doctrines of the Christian reli- 
gion ? Are they faithful in the occupancy of 
their gifts, waiting for Divine ability, and moving 
therein, taking heed to themselves, and to all the 
flock ; do they observe Christian courtesy toward 
all ; are they apt to teach, to exhort, to caution 
and encourage, as those who must give an account ? 

4th. Are they in the practice of daily collect- 
ing their families for the purpose of reading the 
Holy Scriptures, and waiting upon God ; and are 
they good examples in righteousness, temperance, 
and moderation ; and careful to train up their 
families in the knowledge of the principles of the 
Christian religion, and in a course of conduct 
consistent therewith ? 

6th. Are Ministers careful to deliver their 
communications so as to be distinctly heard, 
avoiding unbecoming tones and gestures, and 
vociferation ; and are Elders faithful in helping, 
as well as extending seasonable caution when 
necessary, in regard to these and other matters ? 
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ADVICES FOR MINISTERS AND ELDERS. 

It is desired that the following advices be 
deliberately read in each subordinate select 
meeting, at least once in the year : 

Let all, in their testimonies, be cautious of 
using unnecessary preambles, and of asserting too 
positively a divine impulse ; the baptizing power 
of truth accompanying their words being the true 
evidence. 

Let all read the Holy Scriptures diligently, and 
be careful neither to misquote, nor misapply them. 

Let Ministers be careful how they enter upon 
disputed points in their testimony ; or of making 
such objections as they do not clearly answer. 

Let all be cautious of interrupting the solemn- 
ity of meetings by unnecessary additions towards 
the conclusion. 

Let Ministers avoid all unbecoming tones, 
sounds, gestures, and all affectation ; these not 
being agreeable to Christian gravity. 

And lastly, let all dwell in that which gives 
ability to labor successfully in the Church of 
Christ, adorning the doctrine they deliver to 
others, being examples of the believers, in word, 
in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, and 
in purity. 
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OVERSEERS. 

The office of Overseer among us is of great 
importance, and when rightly filled, of great value. 
We feel much for our Friends who are appointed 
to this station. In the right performance of their 
service, much humiliation may prevail, but while it 
is well they should be sensible of their own infirmity, 
this consideration ought not to be allowed to 
interfere with the discharge of their duty. We 
encourage them to cherish an interest in the spiri- 
tual welfare of all their fellow members ; to exercise 
a watchful care, and afiectionate oversight ; and 
especially to manifest their sympathy with their 
younger Friends in the peculiar circumstances in 
which they are often placed. We invite them to 
be diligent in warning and counseling the young in 
privacy, faithfulness, and love; endeavoring to 
attract them to the paths of virtue and self- 
denial, and to a living experimental faith in Christ, 
as their Shepherd, their Saviour, and their King. 
Nor would we limit these duties to those who 
occupy such stations. We are all to watch over 
one another for good, and to be mutually inter- 
ested one for another ; being united together as 
lively stones in the spiritual building of which the 
Lord Jesus Christ is the chief corner stone. 
(1851.) 

In every Monthly Meeting a proper number of 
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faithful and judicious men and women Friends, 
belonging to each of the particular or Preparative 
Meetings should be appointed to the station of 
Overseers within the same, whose duty it is to exer- 
cise a vigilant and tender care over their fellow 
members, that if anything repugnant to the har- 
mony and good order of the Society appears 
amongst them, it may be timely attended to. And 
to prevent the introduction of all unnecessary 
and premature complaints to meetings of business, 
it is advised, that if any member shall have cause 
of complaint against another, it be mentioned to 
the Overseers ; who are to see that the party com- 
plained of has been treated with, according to 
gospel order, previously to the case being reported 
to the Preparative or Monthly Meeting. 

And it is desired, that in dealing with any, it be 
done in the spirit of meekness and love, patiently 
endeavoring to instruct and advise them ; which, 
if ineffectual, the Preparative Meeting should be 
informed thereof ; that, if needful, the case may be 
laid before the Monthly Meeting ; of which notice 
should be given to the party, when it can be 
conveniently done. 

It is further recommended to our Monthly Meet- 
ings, that a committee be appointed annually to 
propose names for Overseers. And we tenderly 
exhort all our members, who may be rightly called 
into this, or any other service of the churchy not 
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hastily to excuse themselves therefrom, but solidly 
to consider the weighty advice of the apostle: 
" Feed the flock of God, which is among you ; 
taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but 
willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind ; neither as being lords over God's heri- 
tage, but being ensamples to the flock ; and when 
the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive 
a crown of glory, that fadeth not away." 1 Pet. 
V : 2, 3, 4. 



DEALING WITH TRANSGRESSORS. 

When a member transgresses any rule or rules 
of our Discipline, or is guilty of any reproachful 
conduct, let Overseers extend early and earnest 
labor, endeavoring in love and Christian kindness, 
to convince him of his error. If this object is 
attained, and satisfactory acknowledgment and 
condemnation made by the individual, they need 
not take a complaint to the Meeting. 

If the transgression has been public, the Over- 
seers should inform the Preparative of such 
acknowledgment, and if need be, the Monthly 
Meeting, for the satisfaction of Friends, and the 
clearing of the Church. 

If the transgressor justifies, or refuses to con- 
demn his misconduct, the Overseers should inform 
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the Preparative Meeting, in writing, signed by 
one or more of their number. 

Overseers should be careful in preparing com- 
plaints, to couch them in as mild, inoffensive lan- 
guage, as a true representation of the ease will 
admit. 

When the Preparative is satisfied, the ease 
should be forwarded to the Monthly Meeting in 
writing, where two or more Friends should be 
appointed to treat with the individual ; and if he 
shall be convinced of his error, manifest true 
repentance, and condemn the wrong, to their sat- 
isfaction, they shall so report to Meeting. If any 
under dealing, should desire to make acknowledg- 
ment to the meeting, he should be encouraged to 
present it or to forward it, in writing, approved by 
the Committee. In all cases of acknowledgment, 
Monthly Meetings will need to seek for wisdom, 
that they may judge with righteous judgment; 
and when transgressors are reclaimed, a record of 
the offence need not be kept. 

But when the Monthly Meeting has fully dis- 
charged its duty, and the individual persists in the 
wrong, let it be entered on the records of the 
Meeting, that having endeavored to reclaim the 
erring one, without the desired effect, his right of 
membership in our Society is forfeited, of which, 
information should be given him by the Clerk, or a 
committee for that purpose. 
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REPRESENTATIVE MEETING. 

The Yearly Meeting shall appoint a committee 
of twenty-six Friends in the year 1868 ; the 
present Meeting for sufferings, or Representative 
Meeting, remaining under appointment until that 
time ; and each of the Quarterly Meetings ensuing 
shall appoint four Friends, who, conjointly, shall 
constitute a Representative Meeting ; and every 
five years thereafter, said appointment shall be 
renewed, taking the same, or other Friends, at 
the discretion of said meetings. 

They are required to meet at Oskaloosa, on 
Third day preceding Yearly meeting, at 8 o'clock, 
P. M.; and in the Spring at such time and place as 
they may adjourn to. They are also privileged 
to meet on their own adjournments, and to call 
special meetings, whenever four members shall 
judge it necessary. Vacancies occasioned by death, 
removal or disqualification, shall be promptly 
filled by the respective meetings. 

The said meeting is required to keep a record 
of all its proceedings, and to lay it before the 
Yearly Meeting annually. No less than twelve 
of the members shall constitute a meeting to 
transact business. On all occasions when a 
meeting is called, seasonable notice is to be given 
to all members, if practicable. Said meeting has 
no authority to change any article of faith or 
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discipline ; nor to alter, nor revoke any recorded 
decision of the Yearly Meeting. 

The services of the meeting are : 

1st. To represent the Yearly Meeting, and to 
appear on its behalf, in cases where the interest 
or reputation of our religious Society may render 
it needful. 

2d. To take the oversight and inspection of all 
writings offered for inspection, and proposed to be 
printed, explanatory of our religious principles 
or testimonies, and to promote, or suppress the 
same, at their discretion ; also to reprint and 
distribute any writings already published by the 
Society ; and in all cases when expenses are 
incurred in the execution of the duties assigned 
them, they are authorized to draw on the treasury 
of the Yearly Meeting, for such sums as may be 
necessary. 

3d. To inspect titles to lands, or other estates 
belonging to any of our meetings, and see that 
they are legally recorded ; also to receive, and 
attend to the appropriation of, charitable legacies, 
and donations on behalf of the Society, and to 
give such advice respecting the same as may appear 
necessary. 

4th. To receive from the several Quarterly 
Meetings the annual account of the sufferings of 
Friends, and keep a record of the same ; also to 
read and consider such memoriila ot ifc'wy^ias^^ 
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Friends, as may be forwarded by the Quarterly 
Meetings, and present to the Yearly Meeting such 
as are approved. 

5th. To extend advice and assistance to indi- 
viduals under suflferings, on account of our religious 
testimonies, as may be necessary. 

6th. To extend the necessary care relative to 
Ministers who may be liberated by the Yearly 
Meeting of Ministers and Elders, to travel in the 
service of the Gospel. 

7th. To correspond with such other Bepre- 
sentative Meetings, or Meetings for Sufferings, as 
are, or may be established by other Yearly 
Meetings of our Religious Society, as they think 
proper. 

Approved Ministers of our Society, and also 
members of other Representative Meetings, or 
Meetings for sufferings of Friends, are invited to 
attend the sittings of this Meeting. 



MEMORIALS. 

To perpetuate the virtuous examples of the 
righteous may prove an incentive to the living to 
seek that Grace, by which they were made what 
they were. 

If, therefore, any Monthly Meeting should, 
upon solid consideration, believe that it would 
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be profitable to prepare a memorial concerning 
a deceased member, such memorial is to h^ sent 
to the Quarterly Meeting, where it is to be further 
considered, and if approved, is from thence to be 
forwarded to the Representative Meeting, in order 
for its inspection and approbation, previous to its 
being laid before the Yearly Meeting. 



MARRUGE. 

The holy covenant of marriage was ordained by 
our All-wise and Beneficent Creator, and is there- 
fore ''honorable in all/* When entered into in 
the counsels of Divine wisdom, it is eminently cal- 
culated to purify, increase, and elevate our 
comforts and our joys, and to soothe and alleviate 
our sufferings, and our sorrows, through our pil- 
grimage and probation in the journey of life. And 
it is pre-eminently conducive to our advancement 
in virtue and usefulness, both in the Church and in 
the world-; and if the unerring Guide is sought, 
and obeyed, the parties become the most efficient 
help-meets to each other, both in the relations and 
duties pertaining to this life, and in the all-impor- 
tant work of preparation for death, and for the 
judgment to come. 

But when this important engagement is unad- 
visedly entered into, with secular or sordid motivea^ 
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there is great danger that the anticipated joy will 
prove transient, affliction or adverse casualties soon 
demonstrating that such hopes of happiness were 
built upon sand, or placed upon objects which are 
in their nature unworthy, and perish with the 
using, or elude the eager grasp. And the con- 
nection being for life, a gloom often overspreads 
the pathway, the prospect becomes appalling, hope 
is blighted, and the unhappy subjects are liable to 
be hurried by despair into the gulf of ruin, 

** Lost to hope, and lost to heayen." 

We do therefore advise and entreat that all may 
be seriously impressed with the importance of the 
subject, and be engaged in prayer for preservation 
from premature entanglements, and the influence 
of improper motives. 

'^ It is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps,'' but ^^if any man lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God, who giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not, and it shall be given him." There- 
fore we would pressingly encourage all, not to defer 
until their affections become fixed, but primarily to 
spread the case before the Lord, in prayer, asking 
for that wisdom which is profitable to direct, 
and maintaining a cheerful submission to the 
manifestations of His will. 

Look not to worldly gain, but to religious prin- 
ciple, and mental endowment, remembering that 
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if you are not united in Christian faith, the most 
essential element of a happy connection is wanting. 

The vital essence of marriage is the uniting of 
the parties in reciprocal affection, which we do 
beliete is the Divine prerogative ; and under this 
influence, the union is so complete that our blessed 
Saviour testified, saying, " Wherefore they are no 
more twain, but one flesh;" adding in conflrmation 
of the forementioned prerogative, " What, there- 
fore, God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder." 

Notwithstanding the conjugal unity is of the 
Holy One, yet it is reasonable and right that all 
marriages should be publicly legalized, in a solemn, 
becoming manner. For which purpose, we recom- 
mend the following simple, but dignified and 
appropriate rules : 

The parties desiring to proqeed in marriage may 
inform the Preparative Meeting of which either is 
a member, which shall forward the proposition to 
the ensuing Monthly Meeting. 

If any have objections to the proceeding, they 
should inform the Overseers. 

The proposition shall be minuted in both men's 
and women's Monthly Meeting. If either party is 
a minor, consent of parents or guardians must be 
given to the Meeting ; and we advise all to consult 
their parents, before entering into marriage 
engagements, and produce their consent to the 
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Monthly Meeting, when it can be conveniently 
done. 

If either is a member of another Monthly Meet- 
ing, the Meeting should be satisfactorily certified of 
his or her membership. If the woman is a widow, 
having children, the Monthly Meeting must be 
satisfactorily informed that their rights have been 
legally secured. 

If any objections have been presented to the 
Overseers, which they shall judge reasonable, they 
should inform the Meeting, and a committee should 
be appointed to investigate, and report, when the 
Meeting may dismiss, or proceed in the case, as 
shall appear right. 

If no obstruction appears, the parties should be 
left at liberty to accomplish their marriage, 
according to our rules. 

Monthly Meetings shall not, in any case, recog- 
nize marriage proceedings under circumstances 
which would violate the laws of the land. 

The marriage shall be solemnized in a regular 
mid-week meeting, or at a meeting appointed by the 
Monthly Meeting, at the request of the parties. 

Towards the conclusion of the meeting, the 
parties are to stand up, and taking each other by 
the right hand, declare audibly and in a solemn 
manner, to the following effect, the man first, viz : 
*^ In the presence of the Lord, and before this 
assembly, I take D. E. to be my wife ; promising, 
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with divine assistance to be unto her a loving and 
faithful husband, until death shall separate us." 
And then the woman in like manner : " In the 
presence of the Lord, and before this assembly, I 
take A. B. to be my husband ; promising, with 
divine assistance, to be unto him a loving and 
faithful wife, until death shall separate us.'* 

Or, if preferred, the following ceremony may be 

used, viz: "I take to be my (wife, or 

husband, as the case may be,) in the holy covenant 
of marriage." 

The marriage certificate should then be read, as 
follows : 

" A. B., of ^in the County of State 

of , son of C. & H. B., and D. E., daughter 

of F. & G. E., of , having proposed marriage 

with each other, in a religious meeting of the 

Society of Friends, held at , and the case 

being considered by a Monthly Meeting of said 

Society, held at , and no obstructions 

appearing, they were liberated to accomplish 
their marriage. 

" And these presents may certify whom it shall 
concern, that in consummation thereof, they 
appeared in a public meeting of said Society, held 

at on the day of ^month, A. D, 

, and then and there took each other as 

husband and wife, in the. holy covenant of 
marriage; and did to these presents set their, 
6* 
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hands, she, according to the custom of liiarriage, 
adopting the name of her husband. 

And we whose names are hereunto subscribed, 
being present, did, as witnesses thereto, set our 
hands the day and year above written." 

When any of our members become satisfied to 
join in marriage with one not in membership with 
us, the same proceedure may be allowed as when 
both are members, the Monthly Meeting noting 
the fact of non-membership on its records. 

Every Monthly Meeting should appoint a 
Recorder of Marriage Certificates ; and a Com- 
mittee should be appointed annually, carefully 
selected by a nominating committee, to attend 
the solemnization of marriages, select a Friend 
to read the marriage certificate, place it in the 
hands of the Recorder, and report. 

It being abundantly evident that the offspring 
of persons near of kin are much more frequently 
weak-minded, idiotic, or deformed, Monthly 
Meetings should not receive proposals of marriage 
from any so near as first cousins, or the children 
of half brothers, or half sisters. 

Monthly Meetings are encouraged to visit, by 
committees, our members, soon after their marriage, 
for their help and encouragement, at this important 
period, as much depends on the early adoption of 
religious habits. 
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BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 

A Recorder of Births and Deaths should be 
appointed in each Monthly Meeting ; and commit- 
tees of men and women should be appointed' 
annually to assist the Recorder in collecting sta- 
tistics of Births and Deaths, and extend such 
care as may appear necessary. 

In view of the solemn occasion of the decease of 
a Friend, which is well calculated to call up to our 
minds the uncertainty of life, and the need of a 
preparation for death, it is advised that a meeting 
for worship be held at all our funerals, except in 
cases where the Committee or Elders of the 
meeting may judge it inexpedient. 

Two or more of each sex in each particular 
meeting should be appointed by Monthly Meetings 
to attend and assist at the funerals of our members, 
and to see that good order is observed. 

Two or more Friends should be appointed by 
each Monthly or Preparative Meeting (as the case 
may require,) to the care of our several burying 
grounds, to see that they are properly enclosed, 
and kept in decent order. 

And it is expected that no person who was not a 
member will be buried in our grounds without per- 
mission from one of the Committee ; who should 
take care that such interment comport with good 
order. 
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Friends are enjoined to maintain our testimony 
against affixing monuments of any description to 
graves, for the purpose of distinction, one above 
another ; and to avoid the imitation of the custom 
of wearing mourning habits, and all extravagance 
on account of the interment of the dead. A plain 
stone may be set to the grave, of suitable size to 
contain the name, date of decease, residence, and 
age only, not to exceed two feet in height. 

Note. This limitation is not intended to pro- 
hibit such slight additions as may be desired, 
simply to define the relation of the deceased. 

The following forms of the records are proposed, 
being both simple and explicit : 

BIRTHS. 



Names of the 
Children. 


When bom. 


Names of the 
Parents. 


Their residence. 


Occasional 

Notes. 








» 




DEATHS. 


Names of the 
Deceased. 


When 
deceased. 


Age. When, buried.; jj*^^ 


Occasional 
Notes. 
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CERTIFICATES OF REMOVALS. 

All members removing beyond the limits of 
their Monthly Meetings, whether for a permanent 
or only a certain limited time, should apply to 
their respective meetings for certificates, directed 
to those within the limits of which they propose to 
sojourn or settle. Whereupon, Monthly Meetings 
should, previously to granting such certificates, 
appoint a committee of men Friends, if the appli- 
cant be a male, or of women, if a female ; but if 
the applicants be males and females, then a joint 
committee, to make careful inquiry respecting 
their conduct, and the proper adjustment of their 
outward affairs, and if they find nothing to hinder, 
to prepare a certificate, and report it to the next 
Monthly Meeting ; when, if no obstruction appear, 
such certificate should be granted, and signed by 
the clerks of the men's and women's meetings. 

When certificates are adopted and signed, they 
should be immediately placed in the hands of the 
proper Correspondents, who should sign them, and 
forward them without delay to the regular Corre- 
spondent of the meeting to which they are 
addressed ; and when certificates are received, 
they are to be read in each meeting. 

Every meeting should keep an account of all 
certificates which it issues, entering the names 
upon its minutes. 
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When Certificates of Removal'from one Monthly 
Meeting to another are received and accepted, the 
persons recommended shall be considered members 
of the meeting to which they remove/from date of 
certificate. 

Monthly Meetings receiving certificates are to 
acknowledge the reception thereof to the Monthly 
Meetings which issued them. 

Monthly Meetings are directed to acknowledge 
the reception of certificates of removal from 
Great Britain or Ireland, by transmitting, season- 
ably, to one of our Yearly Meeting Correspondents, 
for that purpose, a suitable extract of their minute 
of reception, properly signed by the clerk, and 
countersigned by their Correspondent. 

Where apprentices, or persons under age, are 
under a necessity of going from one place to 
another, their parents or guardians, masters or 
mistresses, should apply for certificates for them. 

If any persons appearing as Friends come 
within the compass of any Monthly Meeting, not 
being recommended by certificates, and be of 
disorderly conduct, the overseers, or other con- 
cerned Friends, should inquire whether or not 
they are members of our Society ; and if they 
prove so to be, admonish them, or, if the occasion 
require it, report the case to the Preparative, and 
from thence to the Monthly Meeting; which should 
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thereupon inform the Monthly Meetings of which 
they are members, of the circumstances, and take 
the direction of said meeting for treating further 
with them, agreeably to our rules in cases of that 
nature. 



FORM OF A CERTIFICATE OF REMOVAL. 

To M Monthly Meeting of Friends : 

Dear Friends: 

A B, and C his wife, members of this meeting, 
having removed with their minor children, D, E, 
and F, and settled within the limits of your 
meeting, request has been made for our Certificate 
of their right of membership. This is therefore 
to certify, that on due inquiry respecting their 
conduct, and the proper adjustment of their 
outward affairs, no obstruction appears to the 
issuing of a Certificate in their behalf. We 
therefore recommend them to you, and remain in 
love, your friends. 

Signed by direction and on behalf of S 

Monthly Meeting of Friends, held month 

18—. 

Y Y, Correspondmt. R T } ^^**- 
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POOR. 

As mercy, compassion, and charity are emi- 
nently required by the Gospel, it is the desire 
of the Yearly Meeting, that the cases of our 
members who are in indigent circumstances be 
duly inspected by Monthly Meetings, in order 
that advice and relief may be seasonably extended, 
and assistance afforded them in such business as 
they are capable of. To defray the expenses, 
which their support, and the education of their 
children will occasion. Monthly Meetings are 
directed to raise the necessary funds. 

Such as need pecuniary aid, ought to accept the 
deliberate advice of their friends, and manifest a 
becoming disposition to conform to their judgment. 

Where there is an obstinate refusal to conform 
to such advice, committees are to be governed in 
the distribution of the intended liberality by a 
prudent discretion. 



SCHOOLS. 



The very important subject of the education of 
our youth in piety and virtue, and giving them 
useful learning, under the tuition of religious, 
prudent persons, having long engaged the especial 
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attention of our Society, it is desired that Quar- 
terly, Monthly, and Preparative Meetings may be 
excited to proper exertions for the establishment 
and support of schools. As Friends are united, 
and liberal in assisting one another in this inter- 
esting work, they will, doubtless, be enabled to 
make such provision as would encourage well 
qualified persons to engage in the responsible 
employment of teaching. For the want of such 
teachers, children have sometimes been committed 
to the care of persons of doubtful character, and 
sometimes of corrupt minds, by whose example 
and influence, they have been betrayed into 
principles and habits, which have had an injurious 
effect on them in more advanced life. 

It is therefore incumbent on us to guard against 
this danger, by procuring teachers who are not 
only capable of instructing them in literary 
pursuits, but are sound in the doctrines of the 
Christian religion, and concerned to train them up 
in the knowledge of their duty to God, and one 
toward another. 

And believing it to be important that the minds 
of our children should at an early age be stored 
with the truths of life and salvation, we recom- 
mend that a portion of time be set apart each day 
in all our schools for the devotional reading of the 
Holy Scriptures ; and that they be used as a 
branch of study. 
7 
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Each scholar that attends our schools, who can 
read, should be supplied with a copy of the 
Scriptures. 



ARBITRATION. 

It is advised that, in all cases of controversy 
and difference, the persons concerned therein 
either speedily compose the difference between 
themselves, or make choice of some faithful, 
unconcerned, impartial friends, to determine the 
same; and that all Friends take heed of being 
parties with one another. 1692 — 1833. 

Let Friends everywhere be careful that all 
differences about outward things be speedily com- 
posed, either between themselves, or by arbitrators: 
" Hear the causes between your brethren, and judge 
righteously between every man and his brother, 
and the stranger that is with him." 1737—1888. 

It is the advice of this meeting, that persons 
differing about outward things do not trouble 
ministering Friends with being arbitrators in 
such cases. 

When differences arise between our members in 
regard to their property, they are to proceed in 
the following manner : 

The party who thinks himself or herself 
aggrieved, should, in the first place, calmly and 
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kindly request the other to comply with the 
demand ; and if this be disputed, the complainant, 
or if residing at too great a distance, some Friend 
whom he or she may authorize, should take with 
him one or two of the overseers, or other discreet 
Friends, and in their presence repeat the demand. 

If this step also fail of the desired eflFect, the 
parties should be advised to choose a suitable 
number of Friends as arbitrators, and mutually 
engage, by bond, or other written instrument 
adapted to the occasion, to abide by their deter- 
mination. 

Arbitrators should attend promptly to the busi- 
ness referred to them, giving the parties a fair and 
full hearing, in the presence of each other, but 
listening to neither of them apart, nor suffering 
their own sentiments to be known abroad, till they 
have fully digested the subject, and come to a 
clear decision. 

Where arbitrators are at a loss for want of legal 
knowledge, it will be proper for them, at the joint 
expense of the parties, to take the opinion of 
counsel learned in the law, in order to qualify 
them for giving a proper judgment in the matter 
referred to them. And that they may the better 
answer the end of their appointment, and be 
helpful in conciliating the minds of the parties, 
they ought not to consider themselves as advocates 
for those by whom they are chosen^ Wt ^^ xfis^ss^ 
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whose duty it is to. judge righteously, fearing the 
Lord. They should shun all previous information 
respecting the case, or, having heard anything in 
regard to it, remain as much as possible unbiased 
thereby. They should reject no evidence or wit- 
ness proposed; nor receive any, but in the presence 
of both parties ; and, in their award, they need 
not assign any reason for their determination. 

If any Friend shall refuse to end /a difference, as 
advised above, or to refer it to arbitrators, or to 
abide by their award, he shall be treated with and 
disowned, unless he can make it evident to* the 
Monthly Meeting that the award or proceedings 
have been erroneous or unjust. In which case, 
the matter in dispute may be referred to the same, 
or other arbitrators chosen by the parties, as the 
Monthly Meeting shall judge best, and their award 
shall be final. 

When the foregoing equitable mode of pro- 
ceeding cannot be complied with, without manifest 
damage or injustice to the claimant, or others for 
whom he acts as executor, administrator, or trustee, 
on account of the delinquent party absconding, 
or apparent danger of bankruptcy, recourse to the 
law is permitted, with this caution, that the parties 
on both sides, behave towards each other in 
brotherly love, and moderation, without anger or 
animosity; which will be a becoming testimony, 
even in courts, and show that nothing but the 
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nature of the case, and our station in common with 
others, under the laws of the land, take any of us 
there. 

Friends are advised, if the case in dispute require 
it, amicably to submit it to a judicial officer, or to 
some one learned in the law. 



APPEALS. 

If any think themselves aggrieved by the judg- 
ment of a Monthly Meeting, they may, after being 
informed of their disownment, notify the first or 
second Monthly Meeting following, (but no other) 
of their intention of appealing to the ensuing 
Quarterly Meeting, which notification the Monthly 
Meeting should enter on its minutes, and appoint 
four or more Friends, to attend the Quarterly 
Meeting, with a copy of the proceedings relative 
to the case, signed by the Clerk, to show the 
reasons whereon that judgment was founded. The 
Quarterly Meeting is then to refer the same to a 
committee, noticing the propriety of any objection 
made by the appellant against persons thus nomi- 
nated, (omitting those of the Monthly Meeting from 
which the appeal comes,) to confirm or reverse 
the said judgment, as on impartial examination, 
shall appear to be right. 



90 APPEALS. 

An appellant may be allowed an assistant in 
presenting his case before the Committee, if he 
desires it, or to act in his behalf, if necessary, such 
assistant to be a member of our Society. 

When the Quarterly Meeting's Committee report 
their judgment,and both men's and women's meetings 
are satisfied therewith, then a committee should be 
appointed to inform the appellant of the meeting's 
decision in the case. The Committee should give 
him the information as soon after the Quarter as is 
practicable, and report to next meeting ; and if the 
appellant is dissatisfied with the meeting's decision, 
he may notify the first or second Quarterly Meeting 
after he receives such information, of his further 
intention of appealing to the Yearly Meeting, but 
not afterwards. The said Quarterly Meeting, after 
recording such notification, is in like manner to 
appoint at least three Friends, to attend the 
Yearly Meeting, with copies of the records of both 
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings in the case, signed 
by their Clerks ; here it is to be finally determined, 
and a copy of the determination is to be sent to the 
Quarterly Meeting from which the appeal came. 

When a female is an appellant, the same order is 
to be observed in women's meeting. 

Notices of appeals are to be forwarded from 
subordinate to superior meetings, in the regular 
reports of such meetings. 

All committees in cases of appeals should make 
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written report, and when the judgment of subor- 
dinate meetings is thereby reversed, state the 
ground upon which their judgment is founded. 

When the proceedings of a subordinate meeting 
are nullified, in consequence of irregular proceed- 
ings, said meeting, or the overseers, should resume 
the consideration of the offence, if it be such as to 
require it, and proceed therein, according to Gospel 
order. 
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